
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 9 August 2011] 

 p5450e-5451a 
Mr John Hyde; Mr Terry Redman 

 [1] 

PRISONERS — AGE-DETERMINING PROCESSES 

5781. Mr J.N. Hyde to the Minister for Corrective Services 

In relation to the Minister’s denial in Question on Notice No. 5151 that the Minister and his Department have 
received no advice regarding the validity of bone-testing, triple-testing, or any other age determining processes 
regarding Indonesian or other prisoners, I ask: 

(a) since the election of the Barnett Government, has the Minister, or any Minister for Corrective Services 
or the Department received advice from the Inspector of Custodial Services, or any other sources, 
including reports by Independent Prison Visitors, on the validity of bone-testing, triple-testing, or any 
other age determining processes? 

Mr D.T. REDMAN replied: 

(a) The response to Legislative Assembly question on notice 5151 was incorrect. Records have been 
located which indicate that since late 2010 concerns from a variety of sources regarding the validity of 
bone-density testing have been received by the Department of Corrective Services (DCS). Specifically, 
the Inspector of Custodial Services wrote to the DCS on 22 November 2010 expressing his concern as 
to the risks posed by the apparent uncertainty of bone-density testing, citing advice he had received 
from experts from the University of Western Australia. This concern was also noted by an Independent 
Prison Visitors Report provided in relation to Albany Regional Prison for the month of April 2011. 

In response to the Inspector's concerns, and given that the DCS is bound by documentation supplied by 
Federal authorities, the Commissioner DCS sought and received formal advice from the Australian 
Federal Police (AFP) on the validity of the testing. AFP advice was that wrist x-ray results have been 
successfully relied upon in a number of Commonwealth prosecutions, with only one instance known to 
have been successfully challenged in relation to age determination concerns. 

 


